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Scything the wildflower circles Gavin McFadyean
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Winchelsea Fete

Our annual fete and fun dog show is an important fundraiser
for local groups and charities, and one of those Winchelsea
events where the whole town rolls up it sleeves and works
together.

This year the New Hall took up the reins, as part of its
centenary celebrations. The philosophy was to stage an
event, that was more manageable, more traditional, and
focussed on some of our wonderful local groups and
businesses. We also wanted to have more fun things for
children and keep cost down for parents. We think we
succeeded!

The one thing that always worries any fete organiser is the
weather, normally we are concerned about rain, this year, it
was the heat, fortunately Saturday 15th was a little cooler
than previous days which had touched 30C and there was a
gentle breeze. However, it did mean that the number of
visitors and entries to the dog show were understandably
slightly down on previous years.

Fete regulars like the FOAM bottle stall and the Garden
Society did brisk business, and it was great to see the Church
joining the fun with a vast array of jams and chutneys, the
Community Shop, in a splendid camper van, together with
the Corporation, Museum and Rotary Club.



For younger visitors there was a Punch and Judy show, a
mural to paint, the junior herbalist club, the National Trust’s
coconut shy, and an opportunity to search for treasure with
WAAHS, all free.

While for adults there were delicious afternoon teas from the
New Hall, who had a pop-up café beside the dog show, and
even a mini festival with live music, ale and beer from the
New Inn, fizz from Charles Palmer and Cinque Port Gin from
Rye.

A huge thanks to all those that made it happen - that’s pretty
much the whole town. It was lots of fun and we raised
£1,213 for the New Hall and several hundreds of pounds was
raised for other good causes.

A particular big thank you to Chris Chappell who re-
imagined and organised the fete on behalf of the New Hall.

Photos by Sim Canetty-Clarke simphotography.com

New Hall 100 Club
The winning number for the 100 Club for August is 91.
Congratulations to the winner of the £100 prize!

New Hall Management Committee — Rob Mortimer,
John McGeown, Sergio Rebecchi, Mary Tidyman,
Rosemarie Roberts and Ali Casey


http://simphotography.com/
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For Everything there is a Season

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8
Just a few words from the Rectory this month...

This last month has been far busier than I expected. It has
been a time of walking with local families through every
season of life and creating space to recognise these key
moments. That has also been true for joining in, for the first
time here, with the life and rhythm of the wider community
— with various fétes, shows and summer-time celebrations
filling my diary.

The seasonality of life is two-fold. I spoke a little about

this concept at the funeral of our friend and neighbour,

Paul Veys. Firstly, the perceivable progression through time,
marked by the turning of winter to spring; summer to
autumn, is one way to locate ourselves. But another way of
recognising the seasons of life is to enquire of what our heart
is experiencing.



Here are some examples that may resonate, inspired by the
book of Ecclesiastes:

A season for birth and death.

A time to plant, and a time to gather.

A season for weeping and grieving.

A time for rejoicing and celebration.

A season for waiting and worrying.

A time for silence.

A season for rest and recovery.

A time for love and charity.

A season of compassion and generosity.
A time for learning.

You may be experiencing one, many or none of these at the
moment. I want to encourage you in the exercise of looking
both outwards (toward creation) and inwards (at the heart).

And so asking what season you are moving through. This can
be a helpful way to reflect on where we are at, how our heart
is responding, and how we might best look after ourselves —
most especially in those difficult or complex seasons of life.

Nathanael

Natasha Robinson



Lighting Project at St Thomas’s
Church closure - Autumn 2026

Later on this year, the Church of St Thomas will see the
culmination of a long-term capital project. We are deeply
thankful for the many generous donations over the last
couple of years that have enabled us to get to the point of
awarding the contract and signing on the dotted line to get
the project started.

This autumn, work will commence to rewire the church and
install a new lighting scheme that will better serve the
building. We hope the new lighting will enhance the
architectural beauty of the church, illuminate our gorgeous
windows and artwork, provide flexible and high-quality
lighting for worship and events, as well as make the building
far more accessible as we welcome visitors each day.

All permissions are in place for this project to go ahead and
the schedule of work has now been finalised. In order to
complete this large-scale venture efficiently and safely, the
church will be closed for eight weeks. The temporary closure
of a church building is not an easy process to navigate, and

I hope this closure period will be embraced with kindness
and generosity.

I am grateful to the churches of Icklesham and Pett who
have agreed to share services over these eight weeks. I hope
this short-term disruption to our usual pattern of worship
will provide an opportunity to grow more closely as a
benefice. You can find a full schedule of joint services below
and postcards with this information can be obtained from
the church.

As well as growing as a benefice, I hope this time of change
might provide an invitation to pay close attention to what it
means to be the church, not simply go to church. With this in
mind, there will be plenty of opportunities to continue being
the church throughout this closure period: weekly Porch
Prayers, Church Market in the Court Hall, Bible Study at the
New Inn, and Advent hospitality at the Rectory.

Before closing the doors, we will be celebrating Harvest with
a full weekend of events: Supper and Quiz Night (gth Oct.),
Winchelsea Arts Concert (10th Oct.), and a Harvest
Thanksgiving Service (11th Oct.).



And we will return to the building for a Benefice Service of
Celebration on Sunday 13th December. From there a busy
schedule of Christmas services and events will commence,
including a Community Carol Service with a special blessing
of the lights on Saturday 19th December.

Date Time & Location Service/Theme
18 Oct 10am at Pett Village Eucharist - Trinity 20
25% Oct 10am at Icklesham Eucharist - Last Sunday of Trinity
1*N 8:30am at Pett Level Holy Communion (BCP)
¥ 10am at Icklesham Eucharist - All Saints Day
Outdoor Act of Remembrance
10:45 Winchelsea War Memorial
8" Nov 10:45 Icklesham Memorial Hall Remerbramnce Sunday
Matins and Act of Remembrance
10am at Pett Village
15 Nov 10am at Pett Village Eucharist - 2! Sunday before Advent
22" Nov 10am at Icklesham Eucharist - Christ the King
29" Nov 10am at Icklesham Eucharist - Advent Sunday
6" Dec 8:30am at Pett Level Holy Communion (BCP)
10am at Icklesham Eucharist - Advent 2
5 ‘ Benefice Celebration
13* Dec 11am at Winchelsea Bifarier - Advenes
20t Dec 11am at Winchelsea Parish Eucharist - Advent 4
5pm at Pett Village Community Carol Service
27" Dec 11am Winchelsea Benefice Eucharist - Christmas 1

The change to our usual pattern and routine may cause
anxiety and disappointment at times, but we hope to keep
communication clear for all who take an interest in the life of
the church. If there is anything I can do to help alleviate
anxiety or address concerns, please be in touch with me.

I am really looking forward to celebrating the hard work and
generosity that has enabled this project to go ahead. And
there is no better time to do this than in the season of
Advent: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world. John 1:9

Nathanael




Winchelsea Beach in September

Mothers Prayers
Tuesday 1st at 10am at El Indalo, Old Harbour Farm Lane.

Monthly Bingo
Wednesday 16th - with afternoon tea in Winchelsea Beach
Community Hall at 3pm. Doors open at 2.30. All welcome.

Fellowship Lunch - earlier date

Fellowship Lunch will be on Friday 18th September in
Winchelsea Beach Community Hall. Please note the change
of date. This is because three of the cooks will be away on
25th and we didn't want to cancel it. We hope everyone who
usually comes can still come, and any new people will be
very welcome. Please contact Mary Parker on 07927 107678
or parkermary848@gmail.com to book a place.

winchelseabeach.org.uk



mailto:parkermary848@gmail.com
https://winchelseabeach.org.uk/

Harvest Supper
and Quiz

The Benefice of Winchelsea, Winchelsea Beach,
Icklesham and Pett is delighted to invite you to
the 2026 Harvest Supper and Rector’s Harvest Quiz.

i Friday 9th October
(O 7pm for 7.30pm Book here
9 Wmchelsea New Hall via QR code

=

b

/‘_:’,55 Three course supper
/gi..-‘ Bar open throughout

Proceeds wdl be donated to the Rye Food Bank.
There will also be an opportunity to donate

non-perishable food items to this important or in person
local charity. from
....................................................................... Mary Parker

If you would like to help with catering
for this event, please contact
Dawd chksnn +44 7758 962824

Click here to book online

Contact Mary Parker on 07927 107678 or email
parkermary848@gmail.com for offline bookings



https://www.ticketsource.com/winchelsea-pcc/harvest-supper-and-rector-s-harvest-quiz/2026-10-09/19:30/t-jxraamq
mailto:parkermary848@gmail.com

Harvest Supper and Quiz

The Benefice of Winchelsea, Winchelsea Beach, Icklesham
and Pett are celebrating this year’s Harvest with a communal
meal and quiz in the New Hall commencing at 7pm to sit
down and eat at 7.30. We are seeking volunteers and
donations. All of the proceeds will be donated to the Rye
Food Bank.

If you have a “glut” of fresh food on your allotment you can
donate it to be cooked as part of the Harvest Supper, this
helps to reduce food waste and means we will make more of
a profit and donate more cash to the Rye Food Bank.

Volunteering, Communal eating and quizzes are good for
you, and this event provides the opportunity for all three to
boost your mental health. There are plenty of opportunities
to volunteer in the preparation of this year’s communal
Harvest Supper. Please read below and contact David
Dickson on 07758962824 if you can help.

Communal eating, the sharing of food at the same table, is
something we should all be doing more of. Eminent research
shows that it builds social bonds, increases happiness, and
improves mental health. Eating with others triggers brain
chemicals that foster trust and a deep sense of belonging.
Quizzes and puzzles keep our brains active and the Rector’s
debut Winchelsea quiz will entertain us throughout the
evening.

Volunteers, Cooks and Aspiring Cooks,

Donations Needed

1. Wednesday 7th October — Evening Glut Donations
needed (Please leave in the porch of 3 Hiham Gardens)

2. Thursday 8th October at any time after 12 — Volunteer
Shoppers Needed

3. Friday gth October 10am to 1pm— Volunteer cooks and
aspiring cooks needed in Hiham Gardens / New Hall
(Full training and guidance provided if needed)

4. Friday gth October - Anytime in your home — Fruit salad
makers needed

5. Friday gth October 6 to 7pm—Volunteer New Hall setting
of tables needed



6. Friday gth October 7.30 to 8.30pm— Volunteer servers
needed

7. Friday gth October 9 to 10pm— Volunteer clear up and
washing up needed

Simply text or WhatsApp David Dickson on 07758 962824
with the number(s) of how you can help. Please note we will
be following the LOAF principles explained below as far as
possible and therefore designing an inclusive menu on the
morning of Thursday 8th October based on any glut food
donations.

If you cannot volunteer, please consider bringing a donation.
Bring some cans or dried foods or cash for Rye Food Bank to
the start of the evening on Friday 9th October, 7 pm to 7.30.
The food will be blessed and then distributed to help those
facing food scarcity in the Rye area.

David Dickson writes: Harvest Festivals remain a mainstay
of many religious calendars and people of all faiths. The
many different festivals around the world serve as a
universal expression of gratitude, community unity and
spiritual connection to the land. For more details, I urge you
to read, the writings of Karen Armstrong who has guided me



in my understanding of the different faiths around the world.
We would all benefit from reading her scholarly work.

More recently I have been reading the work of Professor Tim
Cooper, of Nottingham Trent University. He has led the
research that emphasises the importance of the Harvest
Festival to Christians. “Churchgoers of all backgrounds and
traditions claim to care for God’s creation. But if we make
choices in our food and farming practices that are not
sustainable, we lack environmental integrity and dishonour
the creation that God loves.”

It is also disrespectful to our farmers, he suggests. “Harvest
suppers are an ideal opportunity for churches to provide
meals based on LOAF principles — using ingredients that are
local, organic, animal-friendly and fairly traded — and
thereby encourage Christians to put the principle of caring
for God’s creation into their daily practice.”

October is also Global Diversity Awareness Month. This
month-long observance celebrates cultural, religious, ethnic,
and individual differences worldwide to promote inclusion,
respect, and open dialogue in our communities and
workplaces. The Harvest Supper is therefore open to all, and
we will be designing an inclusive menu.

I hope you will find the time to volunteer, donate or come
and enjoy the evening.

Stuart Cooper - Clean Air Flying


https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/creationthe-natural-worldearth
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/farmingagriculture
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/environmentgreen-issues

Ride + Stride

It’s Ride and Stride time again, raising funds for both

St Thomas Church and Sussex Historic Churches Trust.
Walking (dogs welcome), running or cycling are planned,
with the option of a local walk for those needing something
closer to home. Every effort and every contribution help
support the future of our historic church in Winchelsea as
well as churches around Sussex.

This year we are going to Rye, visiting St Mary’s Church,
signing in as a Rider and Strider, having refreshments, and
then returning to St Thomas via Camber Castle.

An alternative route for those less able to walk, is a route
through Winchelsea, visiting the Wesleyan chapel and then
back to St Thomas’s for refreshments. Refreshments for all
Riders and Striders available at St Thomas’s church from
11am to 1pm and 2pm to 4. No walk or ride is too big or too
small; choose a distance that suits you and, if possible, go
with friends or family.

If you would like to take part or ask someone to walk or cycle
for you (a surrogate), please collect a sponsorship form and a
route sheet from the back of the Church. For a digital
version, please email David Harris (St Thomas’s Treasurer),
at harrismanuell@outlook.com



mailto:harrismanuell@outlook.com

If you would prefer to be a welcomer, please consider baking
cakes, offering to host refreshments at St Thomas’s or being
the person that manages the sign in sheets for visiting Riders
and Striders. Please contact Jane to offer your help at
winchelseajane@gmail.com or in person at Church on
Sundays.

Enjoy the fellowship, our beautiful local area and its
wonderful churches, whilst helping secure the future of
St Thomas’s Church, Winchelsea. Take part in whichever
way you are able: walk, run, cycle, organise a surrogate
‘Rider and Strider’ or join our welcoming group

Funds raised by sponsored Riders and Striders will be
shared equally between Sussex Historic Churches Trust and
St Thomas Church. Whether you walk a mile or more, or ask
someone to take part for you, or welcome Riders and
Striders at St Thomas’s or sponsor your friends, your
support will make a difference

Ride + Stride

SPONSORED EVENT
helping to preserve Sussex Churches

Saturday, September 12, 2026



mailto:winchelseajane@gmail.com

Build a House From a Tree

By popular demand, Rob Mortimer and Hilary Roome show
and tell their story as newly qualified architects and sawyers
in an idyllic Yorkshire woodland.

Second Wednesday Society 9th September at 2.30pm
Doors open from 2.15 at the New Hall.

Annual membership £15 - Visitors £5
Homemade tea £2



Speaker’s Day - 26th September

On the morning of Saturday 26th, the Mayor of Winchelsea,
David Page, will welcome fellow mayors of the Cinque Ports
to the town for Speaker’s Day.

The mayors of Hastings, Winchelsea, Rye, New Romney,
Hythe, Dover and Sandwich succeed each other in turn to
hold the ceremonial office of Speaker of the Cinque Ports.
This year, David is Speaker - the latest in a continuous line
going back to the mid-fourteenth century.

The celebrations start with a parade through the town, led by
aband. The photo shows mayors, town clerks and mace
bearers assembled on the last occasion Winchelsea held the
Speakership in 2019.

There will be a civic service at St Thomas’s where the Bishop
of Dover, the Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin will give the
address, and then a formal lunch.

The Lord Warden, Sir George Zambellas, will take a leading
part in the event, and the Lord-Lieutenant, High Sheriff and
Admiralty Judge will be among the distinguished guests.

The procession will pass the New Inn and the Court Hall at
about 11.15. If you can come out to cheer us on, we’d be
delighted!

cinqueports.org


https://cinqueports.org/

Icklesham Parish Council

Concerns Over Toilet Transfer

The Parish Council is pleased to report that there finally
appears to be some positive progress regarding the transfer
of the public toilets in Winchelsea and Winchelsea Beach.

At an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on
24th August, councillors agreed the initial draft terms for the
legal transfer. This represents an important step forward,
and we are hopeful that the process will now continue to
move ahead without further delay.

We appreciate that residents have been waiting patiently for
an update and will, of course, continue to keep the
community informed as matters progress.

Ian Nunn Memorial Bench

Many residents will remember Ian Nunn, Area Manager for
the Environment Agency, who sadly passed away suddenly
last year. Ian was a valued friend and supporter of the
Parish Council and was always willing to offer his help and
expertise. In recognition of his contribution and in memory
of Ian, the Parish Council has agreed to install a memorial
bench at the Manor Close bus stop in Icklesham.

Save the Land at Rye Harbour Campaign

The Parish Council continues to press ahead with the Save
the Land at Rye Harbour campaign and remains determined
to ensure that the concerns surrounding this important area
receive the attention they deserve.



Despite our previous correspondence, we have still not
received a response from the Secretary of State. The Parish
Council has therefore resent our letter to the new Prime
Minister, making it clear that we consider the continued lack
of a response on such an important local and environmental
issue to be unacceptable. We will continue to pursue this
matter and keep residents updated as the campaign
progresses.

Financial Audit

The Parish Council’s annual financial audit was finalised at
the Full Council meeting held on 24 August.

Councillors thanked the Parish Clerk for the considerable
work involved in preparing the accounts and completing the
audit process.

Black Cat Data

The Parish Council continues to monitor vehicle speeds
across the Parish using our Black Cat speed monitoring
equipment. Speed data is collected on a weekly basis at
different locations and is regularly uploaded to the Parish
Council website for residents to view. The information is also
shared with East Sussex Highways and Sussex Police,
helping to provide evidence of speeding concerns within our
communities.

We are currently in the process of installing a new pole on
Dogs Hill Road in Winchelsea Beach to enable us to collect
speed data at this location. This will provide us with valuable
evidence to support the Parish Council’s ongoing campaign
for a reduction in the speed limit on Dogs Hill Road.

The Parish Council will continue to monitor traffic speeds
throughout the Parish and work with the relevant authorities
to improve road safety for our residents.

Upcoming Meetings

Monday 14th September — Planning followed by Full Council
6.15 pm at Winchelsea Beach Community Hall.

Monday 28th September — Planning followed by Open
Spaces Committee 6.15 pm at Winchelsea Court Hall.

Please remember IPC are here to represent you and welcome
your views on any matter. Please send your views and
requests to clerk@icklesham-pc.gov.uk or write to

PO Box 148 Winchelsea TN31 9FP 07714 169901



mailto:clerk@icklesham-pc.gov.uk

Winchelsea
Garden Society

Sunday 20 September

Community bus outing visiting:

Tidebrook Manor

NGS open day at this 4-acre
Arts and Crafts country garden

Rapkyns Nursery

A beautiful collection of salvias
and cottage garden plants

Travel & entries £18 each with

16 places available on the bus
which leaves the German Street
stop at 10:30 am. Back at 5:00 pm

We suggest you bring a picnic

For further information, contact Mary
Tidyman on 07989 693735 or
marytidy@hotmail.com

Please book and pay Mary by cash or
cheque at 2 Mariteau House, Monks
Walk, Winchelsea TN36 4ES




Two Winchelsea Arts Concerts

Piers Lane

On Sunday 6th September at 4pm at St Thomas’s Church,
Piers Lane, the internationally renowned pianist praised by
The Times for his impeccable refinement and unforced
brilliance, will perform a programme that includes many
well-known works of the piano repertoire, including
Debussy’s Clair de Lune.

J.S. Bach - Toccata in C minor, BWV 911

C. Debussy - Suite Bergamasque

F. Chopin - Mazurka in C# minor, Op.50 No.3 and
Ballade in G minor, Op.23

F. Schubert - Impromptu in Gb, D899 No.3 and
Sonata in D major, D850

Click here to see the Programme Notes

Rautio Piano Trio

On Saturday 10th October at 7.30pm, the Rautio Piano Trio.
internationally recognised for their precision and stylistic
insight, present a programme that demonstrates their
authority in Classical and early Romantic chamber music.


https://www.winchelsea.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/26-09-06-Piers-Lane-Programme-Complete.pdf

Praised by Gramophone for their fresh, alert and technically
superb performances, the trio bring definition, balance and
expressive finesse to works that include Beethoven’s
‘Gassenhauer’ Trio, whose theme became widely familiar
through its use in Guy Ritchie’s Sherlock Holmes (2009).
This concert offers chamber music of distinction from three
outstanding musicians.

F.J. Haydn - Trio in E major Hob XV:28
L. Beethoven - Trio in B-Flat Op. 11 ‘Gassenhauer’
F. Schubert - Trio in E flat, D.g29

Tickets for each concert cost £25 from
winchelsea-arts.org.uk

Christmas Oratorio

Don’t forget to book early for the Christmas concert on
Thursday 17th September. Tickets cost £30 for this
performance of Bach’s Christinas Oratorio and, if past years
are anything to go by, will sell out quickly.

Click here to see the full 2026-7 Season programme


http://www.winchelsea-arts.org.uk/
https://www.winchelsea.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Winchelsea-Arts-26-27-Brochure-Inner1.1.pdf

Garden Society Summer Show : 29th August



Summer Show

The standard of entries at the New Hall was truly
remarkable. Who would have known what a demanding
growing season we had this last year? There were 162
entries and several new exhibitors.

This year’s cup winners (from left to right) are Alistair
Howitt for fruit and vegetables; Sally Rhodda for flowers -
and also the winner of the Bowen Memorial Cup for the most
points scored in the flowers, fruit and vegetable categories;
Paul Williams, ‘Best in Show’ for the Yucca gloriosa flower
spike he’s standing beside; John Dunk for Dahlias, Celia
King for Floral Art; and Cynthia Martin for Handicrafts.

Elizabeth Clioke won the prize for the most popular Floral
Art Exhibit (below) and John McGeown’s prize-winning
pumpkin was absolutely too heavy to lift.




Why Poetry?

‘Why Poetry? A Creative Exploration’ is the title of Literary
Society’s next talk, which will be given by the Society’s
chairman, Dr Richard Ormrod.

Richard is a semi-retired academic who has taught for the
Open University and continues to teach adult creative
writing in Rye under the auspices of the Rye Arts Festival to
whom he has also given a number of public lectures.

He is a published biographer, journalist, reviewer and poet;
and has also written English Literature textbooks for the
Edexcel Exam Board.

At the Court Hall on Friday 18th September at 7pm for 7.30.
Free to members - non-members £5.



Winchelsea Cricket

Winchelsea Cricket Club had a busy August with games
every Sunday throughout the month.

We welcome Paul Silk whose debut game for Winchelsea was
at the windswept unforgiving ground of New Romney. Paul
took a wicket and almost broke his foot in the process as the
batsman kept hitting the ball into various parts of his
anatomy as he was bowling. He was seen walking his dog
the next day, so he is ok.

We thank the Winchelsea residents who came to support us
against Beckley. Another exciting game that went to the last
over, where Winchelsea closed ranks and forced a strong
Beckley side to a draw.

A big thank you to the umpires who stand in the hot sun for
hours and make those tough decisions, without them there
would be no cricket.

Next Home games are on 6th September against Clive Vale
and 13th September against Battle. Start 1.30pm, finishing
in time to go to the New Inn.

Martin Lew-Gor



DDDDD)

WINCHELSEA FILM NIGHT

In conjunction with Winchelsea New Hall

BUINDEDVGH

From GURINDER CHADRH Director of BEND IT LIKE BECKHAN
THROUGH THE MUSIC OF

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN
HE FOUND HIS DREAM

SATURDAY 19" SEPTEMBER 6.30 for 7.30 SCREENING
Aclmission FU’@@

Refreshments, Pay Bar.
Come early, enjoy a drink or two.




Along The Field to Where Corals Lie

Rye Arts Festival comes to Winchelsea with a concert at
St Thomas’s on Tuesday 22nd September at 7.30pm.

Classical singer Anne Rebecca Hgjlund with duo partner
Francis Rayner, this year joined by violinist Hannah Dawson
who is the co-founder of internationally renowned Sacconi
Quartet. In this soprano and violin recital they will take us
on a journey through nature and over the seas with works for
soprano and violin by Elgar, Duparc and Strauss among
others. Central to the programme will be Vaughan Williams'
song cycle Along The Field as well as his audience favourite
Lark Ascending.

Tickets cost £20 and are available here


https://box-office.ryeartsfestival.org.uk/sales/events/2026/55th-annual-festival---2026/h%C3%B8jlund-rayner--dawson-along-t

WAAHS News

August was a particularly successful and busy month for the
Winchelsea and Area Archaeological and Historical Society.

On Saturday 15th August, WAAHS had a stall at the
Winchelsea Summer Fete, where volunteers, supported by
photographs and other visual material, were on hand to
explain the Society’s recent archaeological activities.

A separate area was also provided where children could try
their hand at metal detecting; only used by WAAHS as an aid
and under the supervision of a professional Archaeologist.
For this, a container was filled with soil excavated from the
third trench cut across the Icklesham Roman Road in July
2026. Remarkably, as the open container was being brought
onto the Cricket Field, a flint arrowhead was spotted lying on
the surface of the soil!



The following week, from Tuesday 18th to Thursday 20th
August, WAAHS volunteers excavated a fourth trench across
the Icklesham Roman Road. Then, on Saturday 22nd
August, the Society erected a large gazebo alongside the new
excavation, on the perimeter of the Rye & District Country
Show. This provided visitors with an opportunity to see the
recently completed archaeology and learn more about what
previous excavations of the road had revealed.

A selection of finds from the Roman Road was displayed,
including two horseshoes discovered in July 2026; an ox
shoe found in 2024; fragments of glass, also found in 2024
and subsequently dated by the British Museum to the second
century AD; and examples of both locally produced and
imported Samian pottery.

These were accompanied by photographs, drawings and
explanatory material illustrating the excavations and the
construction of the Roman Road.

Looking ahead to October, WAAHS, the Winchelsea
Conservation Society (WCS) and FOAM have organised a
programme of events as part of the Winchelsea 1066 History
Festival. Details of the WAAHS and WCS events at the New
Hall, together with online booking information, can be found
via the following the link: winchelsea-1066-history-festival



https://www.winchelsea.com/winchelsea-1066-history-festival/

Natasha Robinson

Art Exhibition

Artists and art lovers were in and out of the Court Hall over
the Bank Holiday weekend, admiring and buying the works
on display. Among the visitors welcomed to the 2026
Millennium Artefacts Art Exhibition were Winchelsea’s MP,
Helena Dollimore.



John Wesley’s Chapel

The next Chapel event is on Saturday 12th September, when
we host the Heritage Open Day from 10am to 4pm. As usual
this coincides with the Sussex Historic Churches Trust Ride
and Stride event but also provides the opportunity for a visit
to see the Chapel’s historic artefacts and documents
accumulated over the years and learn more of the Chapel
story in the context of the town.

This year, the displays will include copies of some 19th
Century Circuit Plans. These are of interest to Methodists in
particular, as the plans include the names of all the churches
in the same group (Circuit) as well as the preachers and the
times of the services. The 19th Century was a time when
Methodist chapels were being built in almost every village, if
they hadn’t got one already, and many people will be
interested in trying to piece together the developing picture
of chapels across their locality.

You may like to ‘google up’ heritageopendays.org.uk and
search on ‘Winchelsea’ for more details.

Then on Saturday 3rd October, meeting at around 10.30am
for tea and coffee before the start at 11, there will be a
musical setting for Holy Communion ‘Breaking Bread’ led by
Rev Ian Couchman, superintendent minister for the
Hastings, Bexhill, and Rye Methodist Circuit. As ever, all are
very welcome at any of the Chapel events.

Mike Lambourne


http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/

Conservation Society at Pevensey

The Winchelsea Conservation Society organised a visit to
English Heritage's well conserved Pevensey Castle and to the
Pevensey Court House museum and Jail last month. Rye
Community Bus took us safely there and back on a very very
hot 14th July.

Pevensey Castle, we learned from Jerry/June's Wikipedia
abstracts ..or from audio commentaries available at the
Castle... combines over 1,700 years of continuous military
history. Originally built by the Romans in the late third
century AD as the Saxon Shore fort of Anderitum, it later
became a Norman castle, a medieval fortress, and finally a
defensive stronghold once again during the Second World
War. Few places in Britain illustrate so clearly the changing
nature of military architecture from the Roman Empire to
the twentieth century and are so well preserved.

Construction began around AD 290, probably during the
reign of Emperor Carausius. Unlike many Roman forts,
which are rectangular, Pevensey followed the irregular
outline of a peninsula projecting into a sheltered lagoon
giving the fort direct access to the sea while providing
natural protection on several sides. Its impressive, high flint-
and-stone walls enclosed almost ten acres.



Soon after the invasion in 1066, William granted the site to
his half-brother Robert, Count of Mortain, who constructed
a Norman castle within the Roman enclosure, reusing the
Roman fortifications and built an inner bailey, keep,
gatehouse and associated buildings.

Throughout the Middle Ages, Pevensey Castle was an
important royal fortress and played a significant role in
several civil wars and political conflicts. Queen Joan of
Navarre, was held prisoner there. But by the sixteenth
century, improvements in artillery had reduced its military
value. Pevensey gradually fell into disuse and became a
picturesque ruin. The castle was presented to the state in
1925 when conservation and archaeological investigations
revealed much of its complex history.

It unexpectedly regained military importance during the
threat of German invasion in 1940. British and Canadian
troops occupied the castle, later joined by American forces.
The ancient walls were adapted with carefully disguised
machine-gun positions, troop accommodation and anti-tank
defences.

After the Castle visit and an efficiently served lunch at the
adjacent Royal Oak and Castle, those of us not wilting from
the heat visited the nearby museum in the minuscule old
court house and its two cell jail and heard stories of the last
prisoners.

June Grindley and Jerry Moss.



‘The Fallen’

The Fallen will be performed on Saturday 3rd October, when
the cellar of Lines End will be transformed into a command
post in the trenches of northern France in 1915.

The Pegasus Choir (one of London’s leading chamber choirs)
and town actors will present a programme of music and
words from the Great War including work by Elgar, Holst
and Gurney, with readings from RC Sheriff, Sebastian Faulks
and Siegfried Sassoon.

There will be three performances of The Fallen at Lines End
Cellar on 3rd October.

You can find out more information and book tickets for
The Fallen - £25 each - by clicking here.

The Friends of the Ancient Monuments


https://www.ticketsource.com/whats-on/wincheslea/lines-end-theatre/the-fallen/2026-10-03/d-owgowmirzwyzq

The Great Debate

The Bayeux Tapestry is returning to England this
Autumn. To celebrate its arrival, there will be a rich
programme of events in Winchelsea. FOAM’s
contribution is the Great Debate, to be held on October
24th in the Lower Court Hall.

Your chance to change history!

When Edward the Confessor, the last reigning monarch of
the House of Wessex, died childless in January 1066, he
left three main contenders for the English throne: his
brother-in-law, the Saxon, Harold Godwinson, a Viking,
Harald Hardrada king of Norway, and a Norman, William
the Duke of Normandy. After three hard fought battles in
four short weeks, two were dead and one was King of
England.

All three men believed that they had a right to be King.
But which had the best claim to the crown and who
would have made a better king of England? Imagine if all
three could step out of history and argue their case.
Who would you support and what questions would you
ask them?

Well, FOAM is providing an opportunity for you to do
just that. Three eminent residents will attempt to secure
your vote, combining historical fact, with a healthy dose
of spin, cunning and flattery and as this is a FOAM
event, you can expect a healthy dose of theatricality,
courtesy of Nigel Ashton and a lot of fun.



Adam Hart will be our Norwegian thunderbolt of the
North, Paul Youlten as Harrold will be trying to avoid an
arrow in the eye and David Richards will be using some
Gallic charm to persuade us that William was actually
rather nice!

Hosted by Ian Rowlands in the format of a modern TV
election debate, our audience having listened to the
arguments, asked questions, and fuelled by Normandy
inspired food & drink will decide who they would like to
make their King, the Saxon, the Viking, or the Norman.

Saturday evening has already sold out, but there are some
tickets available for the afternoon performance at
2.30pm, they can be purchased at www.ticketsource.com.

Community Speed Watch Update

A huge thank you to all who have volunteered to help re-
establish the Community Speed Watch. If you are still
wanting to volunteer to be trained and join the group or find
out more. Please contact David Dickson on 07758 962824 if
you are interested. I will also be at the Church Market on
5th September.

Volunteers will be receiving training, when everyone is back
from holidays, later in September or early October. Various
dates and venues will be offered.

I am delighted that neighbourhood policing team staff will
supporting where possible. I am also hugely grateful to Peter
Cosstick and Richard Plumb for all of their support and help.

Much more information can be found here:
communityspeedwatch.org



http://www.ticketsource.com/
https://www.communityspeedwatch.org/FRONT-v2-Home.php

Winchelsea 2026 History Festival

1066 and the Bayeux Tapestry

WAAHS have reported finding two Roman horseshoes on
the Icklesham Roman Road during excavations in July.
Why is this relevant to an understanding of the Bayeux
Tapestry?

In the ‘Preparations at Hestenga for the Battle’ section of the
Tapestry, Scene 45, “use of the place-name ‘ceastra’ (camp’)
in a scene title is invariably associated with Romano-British
sites and there is no evidence of any significant Roman or
Saxon occupation at Hastings” Rowley (2016).

So the new discoveries of the Roman Road and settlement at
Icklesham are evidence that support the theories that
Hestenga may not refer to the present-day Hastings, but to
the peninsula leading towards present-day Icklesham and
Winchelsea.

The Lower Court Hall displays - free admittance

On Saturdays 10th and 17th October during the Winchelsea
History Festival, the Douglas Turner Room in the Lower
Court Hall will host two displays, ‘An Introduction to the
Bayeux Tapestry’ and ‘Interpretation of selected scenes from
the Bayeux Tapestry’.



On 17th October there will also be an additional section in
the Malcolm Pratt Room, explaining the history and
significance of some of the viewpoints along Section 6 of the
1066 Country Path from Icklesham to Rye. These include the
World War 2 Artillery Observation Post with its views over
Rye Bay, and Sculpture 9 on the Path, ‘The Watcher’ - a
sentry watching for the arriving Norman fleet. Could
Wickham Manor Farm be a site of Roman farming - a vicus
outside the main Roman settlement?

The Online Festival

The following pdf files will be freely available from the
Festival website on winchelsea.com at the start of the
Festival solely for study purposes:

e Part 1 of the Display - Introduction to the Bayeux
Tapestry.

o Part 2 of the Display - Commentary on twelve selected
Scenes from the Tapestry

e Part 3 of the Display - Relevance of the 1066 Country
Walk Section 6 (Icklesham to Rye) to an understanding of
the Tapestry.

e The 44-page Booklet prepared for walkers to explain the
history at eighteen viewpoints along the 6th Section of
the 1066 Country Walk and any relevance to the
Tapestry.

Andrew Scott



Pett Level Rescue Boat

Our new boathouse We are delighted that our new
boathouse is now operational — a huge thank you to
everyone in Fairlight who helped make it happen. It’s not
completely finished as we have to wait six months for the
concrete floor to try out before we can apply the resin finish.
Once that is done and the storage racking is fixed, we will
work on the ‘brick wall’ décor to thank those who donated.
We also hope to have a history timeline to showcase PLIRB’s
boathouse journey through the years. If anyone has photos,
please do share!

Urgent launch vehicle campaign In July we launched
an emergency appeal for a new launch vehicle. We had
planned for the replacement lifeboat to be our next
fundraising project, but the launch vehicle deteriorated so
rapidly, we had no choice but to switch funding priorities.
Our amazing crew have maintained the vehicle as much as
possible, but the risk to our service became critical.

We were utterly overwhelmed with the support we received.
With over £5,000 donated via our online campaign and
significant private donations, we were able to purchase a
Talus — a tracked launch vehicle originally designed for the
RNLI. It was a rare opportunity to purchase a vehicle
specifically engineered for maritime operations - and one



that should last 30+ years, rather than 10, making it a real
investment.

Shouts By mid-August we had been tasked 37 times which
is more than the total for all of 2025. Shouts included people
in difficulty in the water or on personal watercrafts,
casualties on the cliffs and stricken vessels. We are proud
that we respond to every tasking, even when we have five in
one day or whether they come in the middle of the night.
We're a small team covering a big stretch of coastline.

Crew news In August, nine volunteers completed their
casualty care course — either for the first time or a refresher.
We believe it is vital that all volunteers are equipped with
advanced first aid skills as emergency help can be needed
anywhere. We are very proud that George, one of our Duke
of Edinburgh students, was awarded a Community Service
Award from the Tonbridge Lions for his volunteering
commitment to PLIRB. George joined us as a shy 14-year old
and is now not only a giant, but also a dedicated volunteer.

Proud to serve. Proud to be PLIRB.
Contact us: plirb.org info@plirb.org 01424 812 457
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn



mailto:plirb.org
mailto:info@plirb.org

St Michael’s Hospice

Support local choirs and your local hospice

Everyone is warmly invited to a weekend of singing on the
gth and 10th October. St Michael’s Hospice is once again
putting on the much loved, Big Sing on 10th October,
beginning at 10am and filling the day with music for 10
wonderful hours until 8pm.

But, new for 2026 is their Raise Your Voice event, which will
fill the air of St John’s Church with loud singing and music
on Friday 9th October at 6pm to gpm.

These free events are a chance to come together, enjoy the
uplifting sound of local choirs, and celebrate the power of
music to bring people together. There’ll be plenty of
refreshments to buy and enjoy whilst you listen at both
events. Big Sing will have a delicious variety of cakes and tea
to treat yourself with. Whilst Raise Your Voice will have fizz,
wine and nibbles, to enjoy with friends.

Whether you stay for a short while or spend the whole
weekend there, your presence will help support local choirs,
your community and, most importantly, your hospice. Please
come along, bring your family and friends, and enjoy some
beautiful music within your community. Visit
stmichaelshospice.com/event-diary or call 01424 456396 for
more information.



SAMARITANS We're walking with Samaritans

Hastings & Rather

Dawn
Walk

Sunday 11 October

Join Hastings & Rother Samaritans

on Sunday 11 October at Rock-a-Nore
Car Park and welcome the sunrise
together whilst walking 5km to help
save lives. Scan me!

Sign up for free, raise what you can
and walk 5km so no one has to face
their darkest hours alone. Let’s
prevent suicide today. Because
tomorrow's too late.

Donate

Fhestings end fiuther Somerites & o chon . registeed in Frgeand and Wales (1147681




Walk with us from darkness into light
at this year’s Dawn Walk

Following the success of last year’s inaugural Dawn Walk,
Hastings and Rother Samaritans is delighted to be doing it
again this October - and we’d love our local community to
join us.

On Sunday 11th October, we will gather in the early morning
and walk together along Hastings seafront through the blue
hour as the golden dawn breaks over the sea.

Our purpose is to mark World Mental Health Day, which
aims to raise global awareness about mental health, remove
stigmas and help more people get the support they need. It’s
a simple but powerful way to show our community that no
one has to face difficult times alone, while raising vital funds
to support the work of our local Samaritans branch.

Last year, more than 50 people - including Samaritans
volunteers, friends, family, supporters, and plenty of four-
legged companions - gathered before sunrise for a scenic
skm walk along the seafront from the Rock-a-Nore carpark
to the Azur and back again.

It wasn’t just about the visibility of Samaritans and a lovely
way to see in the morning: the walk raised much needed
funds for the Hastings and Rother Samaritans branch.

What many people don’t realise is that our branch is a local,
self-funded charity. We aren’t funded by the national
Samaritans charity and have to raise all our own running
costs. Our branch is entirely run by volunteers who also
answer calls, day and night, providing a listening ear without
judgement.

It costs £48 a day to keep our branch running and make sure
we are there for those who need emotional support. Every
pound we raise locally helps us continue to be there for
people who are in crisis, struggling or simply need someone
to talk to.

dawnwalk.samaritans.org



https://dawnwalk.samaritans.org/

What’s On Weekly At Winchelsea New Hall

© 10.45-11.45

Mondays Pilates Suitable for all. Contact Hannah on
09.30-10.15 with Hannah 07936 151529 or email
hannahpilateshastings@gmail.com
Mondays Zumba Gold Suitable for all. Contact Daisy at
15.00-15.50 With Daisy fitnesshythesea@outlook.com
Tuesdays Tune In Fun singing group run by local tenor Gary
14.00-15.30 Winchelsea Marriot. All ages and abilities welcome.
Contact Rosemarie on 07941 458628
Thursdays Scottish Dancing | A fun, friendly class, suitable for beginners.
09.30-10.30 Contact maddycoelho@hotmail.com
Thursdays Pilates Suitable for all ages and abilities.
10.45-11.45 with Celia Contact Celia on kingcelia54@gmail.com
Fridays Pilates with All welcome. Contact Hannah on 07936
09.30-10.15 Hannah 151529 or email
hannahpilateshastings @gmail.com
! Fridays Move It or Lose | Fun and friendly exercise class suitable for
It with L Rae all abilities. Contact Lisa on 07939 323937

or email
lisarae.brough@moveitorloseit.co.uk

**The hall has Table Tennis, Badminton and Pickleball equipment and can be

booked on an ad hoc basis for £2 per person per hour (£1 for under 16’s) —
contact Rosemarie on 07941 458628 or via WhatsApp




Rye Food Bank Donations

Cam writes I will be making the September Food Bank
doorstep collection on behalf of the Rye and Winchelsea
Rotary Club on Tuesday 15th September between 10am and
1pm.

For the last 6 years I have collected on either the 3rd or 4th
Tuesday of each month and delivered these donations the
following day to the Food Bank in Rye, for distribution to
needy local families.

I am always looking for new donors and would be grateful
if within the Town, you would tell your neighbours.

My telephone number is 01797 226414, which has an
answer phone facility.

Please help the Food Bank if you can.
Donald Cameron Clarke
Old Malt House

Winchelsea

For further details about Rye Food Bank and how to make a
donation go to ryefoodbank.com



http://ryefoodbank.com/

Tuesday 1st

Thursday 3rd
Saturday 5th
Sunday 6th

Wednesday gth
Saturday 12th
Sunday 13th

Friday 18th
Saturday 19th

Sunday 2zoth

Tuesday 22nd
Saturday 26th
Sunday 27th

Friday 2nd Oct
Sat 3rd Oct

Sun 4th Oct

Fri gth Oct
Sat 10th Oct

Winchelsea Church and Town Calendar
September 2026

Mothers’ Prayers - 10am
Funeral of Tessa Potts - St Thomas’s - 2pm

Bible Study - New Inn - 6 to 7pm
Church Market - 10.30 till 12

8.30am: Holy Communion (BCP) at Pett Level

11am: Parish Eucharist at Winchelsea
Winchelsea Cricket Club home game - 1.30pm
Winchelsea Arts Coneert - St Thomas’s - 4pm

Second Wednesday Society - New Hall - 2.30pm
Ride and Stride events

9o.15am: Parish Eucharist at Icklesham
11am: Parish Eucharist at Winchelsea
Winchelsea Cricket Club home game - 1.30pm
Fellowship Lunch - WB Community Hall

Literary Society - Court Hall - 7pm for 7.30
Friends of Winchelsea Church visit to Canterbury
Film Night - New Hall - 6.30pm for 7.30

g.15am: Parish Eucharist at Pett
11am: Parish Eucharist at Winchelsea
Garden Society outing

Rye Arts Festival Concert - St Thomas’s - 7.30pm
Winchelsea Speaker’s Day

o.15am: Parish Eucharist at Icklesham
11am: Parish Eucharist at Winchelsea
Wine Society Meeting

Church Market - 10.30 till 12

Performances of ‘The Fallen’

8.30am: Holy Communion (BCP) at Pett Level

1iam: Parish Eucharist at Winchelsea

Further ahead

Harvest Supper
Winchelsea Arts Concert

Please send copy for the October Magazine

to ryeview@gmail.com

as soon as you have it to hand but, in any case
before Monday 28th September



Film Night at the New Hall

For Winchelsea Beach information go to
winchelseabeach.org.uk

For Winchelsea information go to
winchelsea.com

For more information about the Church go to
winchelsea-icklesham-churches.org.uk

For weekly news from the local area go to
ryenews.org.uk


https://winchelseabeach.org.uk/
https://www.winchelsea.com/
https://winchelsea-icklesham-churches.org.uk/
https://www.ryenews.org.uk/

Benefice of Winchelsea Icklesham and Pett

Rector

The Revd Nathanael Hayler

The Rectory, St Thomas Street, Winchelsea TN36 4EB
01797 308531 rector.wip@gmail.com
WhatsApp/SMS 07941 602349

The Rector’s day off is Friday

Winchelsea Churchwardens
Celia King

Stargazer, Morlais Place TN36 4LG
01797 227858 kingcelias4@gmail.com
Gavin McFadyean

7 Barrack Square TN36 4EG
07867 748511 gavin@mcfadyean.co.uk

Winchelsea PCC Secretary
Mary Parker
07927 107678 parkermary848@gmail.com

St Thomas’ Primary School
Headteacher Dale Saxby

Friars Road TN36 4ED 01797 226479
office@st-thomas-winchelsea.e-sussex.sch.uk

Parish Magazine

Editor David Page

4 Kent Close TN36 4EX 01797 226524
ryeview@gmail.com
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