
 
WINCHELSEA 

 
DURING THE  

 
NAPOLEONIC 

 
WARS 

 
COMPILED BY MN PRATT  

TOWN CLERK TO THE CORPORATION OF WINCHELSEA 



Winchelsea Petty Sessions 
Petty Sessions Record 26 May 1795 et. Seq.  
 
Winchelsea Petty Sessions meets to consider legislation 
requiring the apprehension of all men “able bodied and 
idle” who are found within the Liberty of Winchelsea. 
They are required for service in the navy. 
 
The town constables are instructed to search for and 
apprehend such men. They report back that they have 
not yet found any such person. 

 

(Three sheets A4 WIN 2019) 





Winchelsea Museum  
Documents related to the Napoleonic Wars  
Walmer Castle 1 September 1803  
 
The Lord Warden summons the Mayor of Winchelsea and other 
representatives of the Confederation of the Cinque Ports to a meeting to 
decide how many men from each port shall be called up into the Army 
of Reserve.  
 
Note that the letter is personally signed by William Pitt 

 



Exemption Claim Form  
For the Army of Reserve  
9 August 1803  
 
All householders must report the 
names of residents between the ages of 
18 and 45 and any grounds on which 
they claim exemption from military 
service.   
 
William Ockenden fills in his return to 
claim exemption because he is a poor 
man with 6 children under 10 years of 
age. 

 

(One sheet A4 WIN 1709) 



Army of Reserve list 
1803 Winchelsea Return of men liable for the militia 
 
These sheets, prepared by the magistrates, give the 
names and occupations of those Winchelsea men liable 
in 1803 to be included in a ballot to provide members 
of the reserve militia.  
 
Winchelsea  was required to send three men. Also 
displayed are the actual slips naming three whose 
names are on the first page.  
 
The slips, a remarkable survival, were placed in 
whatever receptacle was used for the draw and the 
way in which they were folded is still visible. 

 

(Three sheets 2 x A3 1 x A4 WIN 1721) 



Continued: 
Army of Reserve 
list 
1803 Winchelsea  
Return of men liable 
for the militia. 



Proceedings of the Grand Jury 
15 January 1805  
  
It was the duty of the Grand Jury to provide a local government 
service by reporting to the mayor and jurats (the magistrates) any 
matters within the town of Winchelsea which needed attention. 
 
On the left of the report displayed here are complaints about traders 
giving short measure. The set of standard weights and measures which 
were used by the Corporation to check such matters is still on display 
in the museum. 
 
In the right hand column one item specifically relates to the 
Napoleonic Wars garrison - the Barrack Master General has left the 
privy at the New Huts in an unfinished state. 
 
Also in that column we see that Ferry Hill and Strand Hill are in poor 
condition - nothing ever changes it seems!  The 'yews' in the streets 
are sheep not trees. 
 
The signatures and seals of the grand jurors appear on the second 
sheet. A comparison of the names shows that some of them seem to be 
complaining about themselves! 

 

(Two sheets A3 WIN 203) 



Continued: 
Proceedings of the Grand Jury 

15 January 1805  
 
The signatures and seals of the grand 
jurors on the second sheet.  
 
A comparison of the names shows that 
some of them seem to be complaining 
about themselves! 
 



“Aliens without Licence” 
Whitehall  1 January 1812  
 
A  W h i t e h a l l  c i r c u l a r 
expressing grave concern about 
illegal immigration.  
 
It is suspected that many are in 
this country to help in the 
escape of prisoners of war. The 
Mayor of Winchelsea is 
reminded that all householders 
who give lodging to aliens for 
more than twenty-four hours 
must report the fact to him or 
be liable to a fine of £10 (a 
considerable sum).  
 
The imprisonment of any aliens 
for failing to observe the 
regulations must be reported.   

 

(Two sheets A4 of letter WIN 
2017} 


